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(57) Abstract: A valve assembly (9) cmprising a reed (1 1). a port (13) which is opened and closed by the reed (1 1). and damper 
means (15) for the reed (1 1). the damper means ( 15) comprising a tube which is in communication with the port (13) on a side of 
the port (13) remote from the reed (1 1), and the tube being of such a size that, in use of the valve assembly (9), the tube contains 
sufficient fluid to provide substantia] damping for the reed (H). 


